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West Hollywood set to ban retail sales of dogs and cats

February 16, zo10 | 6:49 pm
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The West Hollywoed City Council is looking to put a stop to sales of dogs and cats in pet stores.
T the ordinance prohibiting the sale of dogs and cats in companion animal stores is approved in 2
Tuesday night vote, as is widely expected, West Hollywood would be among the first cities in the
nation to prohibit most retail sales of puppies and kittens. South Lake Tahoe did just that in zoog,
aceording to our sister blog LA, Now.

The new ordinance, which was unanimously approved at its first reading a few weeks ago, is just the
latest piece of animal welfare legislation the city has ushered in. In zoog, West Hollywood became
the first city in the country to outlaw cat declawing. (Several other California cities, including Santa
Monica, followsd suit in z00g.)

The ordinance is aimed at curtailing puppy mills and addressing the inhumane conditicns endured by
animals in the puppy mill industry, which relies heavily on sales throngh retail pet stores for its
profits, officials said in a statement.

Puppy mills are large-scale commercial breeding facilities that mass-produce puppies for sale in pet
stores, onlins and directly to the public.

Documented problems of puppy mills include overbreeding, inbreeding, veterinary care that doesn't
meet the same standards as other breeders, relatively poor quality of food and shelter, lack of human
socialization and overcrowded cages. Dogs bred in puppy mills are more likely to have behavier
and/or health problems. &lthough kitten mills are not as common as puppy mills, similar problems
are reported.

"This ordinance represents an important step toward ridding our nation of the cruelty of puppy mills
and other commercial assembly-line animal breeders," West Hollywood Councilmember Jeffrey
Prang said in a statement. "The ordinance not only contributes to the fight against animal cruslty, it
also recognizes the enormous cost of pet overpopulation in our society, both fiscal and humanitarian
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impacts. T urge those seeking pet companionship to consider adoption from municipal shelters and
other nonprofit rescue agencies.”
If approved, West Hollywood's ordinance would go into effect March 19. No businesses would be
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immediately affected, Prang told L.A. Now, since no pet stores within West Hollywood's city limits Tony Barboza
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Oh my God, where ch where will all the movie stars get their designer dogs from now??? You know if

they wouldn't make these "mutts" so pepular the pet stores would have nothing to sell!
Posted by: Cathie | February 17, 2o10 at 06:12 AM

Asusual, LA is way ahead of the rest of the country. This is legislation that will actually make a

differanca.

Posted by: Cate | February 17, zo10 at 08: 53 AM

Where?? in animal shelters! There are so many cute ones there!!!

Posted by: Ryan | February 2, 2o10 at 11:37 AM
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